ISAIAH

ISAIAH, THE MAN & THE TIMES 

Lesson 1

(Sunday Jan 4 & Wednesday Jan 7, 2009)

Background (Source: www.wikipedia.com)

Isaiah was born in the 8th century BC to a man named Amoz (Isaiah 1:1). He married "the prophetess" (8:3) although why she was called this is not certain. Some believe she may have carried out a prophetic ministry in her own right, like Deborah (Judges 4:4) and Huldah (2 Kings 22:14-20). Others maintain that it was simply because she was the wife of "the prophet" (38:1), and not because she was herself endowed with the prophetic gift. Isaiah had two sons by her, who bore symbolic names (8:18) - Shear-jashub, 'Remnant will return' (7:3; see 10:22, 'Only a remnant will return') and Maher-shalal-hash-baz, 'Pillage hastens, looting speeds' (8:1-4).

He prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah (or Azariah), Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (1:1), the kings of Judah. Uzziah reigned fifty-two years in the middle of the 8th century BC, and Isaiah must have begun his career a few years before Uzziah's death, probably in the 740s BC. He lived till the fourteenth year of Hezekiah (who died 698 BC), and may have been contemporary for some years with Manasseh. Thus Isaiah may have prophesied for as many as 44 years.

In early youth Isaiah must have been moved by the invasion of Israel by the Assyrian monarch Tiglath-Pileser III (2 Kings 15:19); and again, twenty years later, when he had already entered on his office, by the invasion of Tiglath-Pileser and his career of conquest. Ahaz, king of Judah, at this crisis refused to co-operate with the kings of Israel and Syria in opposition to the Assyrians, and was on that account attacked and defeated by Rezin of Damascus and Pekah of Israel (2 Kings 16:5; 2 Chronicles 28:5-6). Ahaz, thus humbled, sided with Assyria, and sought the aid of Tiglath-Pileser against Israel and Syria. The consequence was that Rezin and Pekah were conquered and many of the people carried captive to Assyria (2 Kings 15:29, 16:9; 1 Chronicles 5:26).

Soon after this Shalmaneser V determined wholly to subdue the kingdom of Israel, Samaria was taken and destroyed (722 BC). So long as Ahaz reigned, the kingdom of Judah was unmolested by the Assyrian power; but on his accession to the throne, Hezekiah, who was encouraged to rebel "against the king of Assyria" (2 Kings 18:7), entered into an alliance with the king of Egypt (Isaiah 30:2-4). This led the king of Assyria to threaten the king of Judah, and at length to invade the land. Sennacherib (701 BC) led a powerful army into Judah. Hezekiah was reduced to despair, and submitted to the Assyrians (2 Kings 18:14-16). But after a brief interval war broke out again, and again Sennacherib led an army into Judah, one detachment of which threatened Jerusalem (Isaiah 36:2-22; 37:8). Isaiah on that occasion encouraged Hezekiah to resist the Assyrians (37:1-7), whereupon Sennacherib sent a threatening letter to Hezekiah (37:14).

According to the account in Kings (and in Chronicles) the judgment of God now fell on the Assyrian army. "Like Xerxes in Greece, Sennacherib never recovered from the shock of the disaster in Judah. He made no more expeditions against either southern Palestine or Egypt."

The remaining years of Hezekiah's reign were peaceful (2 Chr 32:23-29). Isaiah probably lived to its close, and possibly into the reign of Manasseh, but the time and manner of his death are not specified in either the Bible or recorded history.  However, there is a tradition (reported in both the Martyrdom of Isaiah and the Lives of the Prophets) that he suffered martyrdom by Manasseh due to pagan reaction.  Both Jewish and Christian traditions state that he was killed by being sawed in half with a wooden saw.  Some interpreters believe that this is what is referred to in the New Testament verse Hebrews 11:37, which states that some prophets were "sawn in two".

Structure & Theme of the Book of Isaiah

Ross Statham, January 2009

When studying Isaiah or any other book of the Bible, realize that these are not simply the teachings of men.  II Timothy 3:16-17 says “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  The Greek work theopneustos used here was translated (as is usual) as “inspired” or “inspiration”, but it literally means “God breathed.”

II Peter 1:20-21 provides the clearest picture of how we got the Bible, when it says“…no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”  

Therefore, Isaiah’s words were not his own- they were breathed by God, revealed by the Holy Spirit and written down by His prophet—in this case, Isaiah.  In this class and in these materials, if I use the phrase “Isaiah said” or “Isaiah wrote”, I am referring to what Isaiah had been inspired by God, through the Holy Spirit, to transcribe for us to read to day.

Isaiah: The true nature of the Messiah revealed through guarded language

Unfortunately, many Christians consider books like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel or Revelation to be too complex and confusing, and don’t bother to study these books.  This deprives them of rich material.

Consider I Peter 1:10-12:
Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.  To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into.
For centuries, both Jews and Christians have wondered, “Why did God choose to make Isaiah (and other Old Testament prophets) so guarded and unclear in language?  What was God trying to hide even from his own angels?  First, let us agree that why God chooses to do anything is really immaterial.  God is the creator of the universe and as such, doesn’t have to reveal anything to us.  Our response to God should be, “God said it, and that settles it.”
So having said that, I believe that God used veiled language and oblique prophesies simply because He did not wish to reveal the true nature of His plans to His enemies.  I respectfully make my case as follows and invite you to draw your own conclusions:

1. Satan successfully tempts Adam and Eve in Genesis 3.  God condemns Satan- but even then He cloaks the true nature of Satan’s future punishment.  Genesis 3:15 states, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”   The Hebrew word used here for the word “bruise” is shuwph (שוף) (pronounced “shoof”), which means to “bruise”, “strike” or “crush.”  The work refers to a hard, striking blow designed to kill.  God is pointing out that Satan (‘”the serpent”) would attempt to kill woman’s seed by striking the heel, but in the end, the woman’s seed would end up killing Satan through a crushing head blow.

2. I believe that for Satan, this became a growing and frightening prospect.  As the Bible was revealed to mankind, it became clearer and clearer though the prophets that God was planning to raise up a Messiah, a King, and that this same King would put an end to Satan’s power- He would crush ALL of God’s enemies.  If God’s curse from Genesis 3 was true, Satan’s days were numbered.  But how?  And when?  Was the woman’s seed the Messiah, or someone else?  God simply wasn’t telling.

3. We know that Satan studied and knew his Old Testament, because when Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, Satan quoted (and misapplied) scripture.  Logic would dictate that Satan’s followers would also have been reading these same scriptures, trying to understand “things which angels desire to look into” (I Peter 10:12).  James 2:19 says “You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!
4. If God had given clear answers as to the true nature of the Messiah and of the kingdom itself, Satan never would have played into God’s hands as described in Revelation 12, which describes the birth of Christ, His return to heaven, the anger of “the dragon” (who tried to kill Him), how the dragon and his followers fought against the angels of God and were cast down to earth, as well as the persecution of the early church.  Revelation 12 was couched in figurative language and cannot be taken literally—but it’s meaning is certainly clear enough!  A few chapters later “the dragon” is even identified as “that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan” (Revelation 20:2).

So much for my opinions- now let’s return to facts.  Today we recognize the words in Genesis 3 as the first of hundreds of Messianic prophesies.  Even the most devout Jews who read the prophets—as well as the prophets themselves— could not and would not understand the full meaning of the prophesies.  These prophesies would not become clear until after the church was established on the day of Pentecost, when the apostles began teaching the true nature of the Messiah.  

By the time Jesus was born, Palestine was looking for the promised Messiah.  They had read the prophesies of Daniel and knew that the time for Him to be born was “now.”  They knew that He would be born in Bethlehem of David’s lineage, and assumed that this Messiah would be of obvious family and that the birth itself would be with great public fanfare (instead of being announced first to simple shepherds!)  They were expecting the Messiah to establish a kingdom like David’s, whose strong armies had overcome the Phillistines and made Israel into the dominant world power.  This Messiah would build a mighty Jewish army that would throw out the mighty Roman army and re-assert the Jews as the rightful rulers of the world.  The Jewish people, the Jewish rulers (including Herod) and the Jewish religious leaders and teachers were looking for an earthly king.  

But this earthly kingdom was never in God’s plans.  That we also know for a fact.

Jesus began early in His ministry to prepare His disciples.  Matthew 16:21-23 records that “From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.  Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!  But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.”
We can only imagine the hurt and confusion on the part of the disciples when Jesus was betrayed by Judas, put on trial by the Jewish rulers, and executed by the Romans.  After the resurrection, in Acts 1:6 it states “Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”
But just a few weeks later, in the first sermon on the day of Pentecost, these same men, filled with the Holy Spirit, boldly preached the message of a resurrected Christ- one whose true kingdom and true purpose had been prophesied and was fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth.  Clearly, the true message of God’s new kingdom rang true, because thousands of people turned to God and put on Christ in baptism.  First with the Jews, then the Samaritans, then the gentiles.

Many years later, the apostle Paul, describes the true nature of the Messiah to a gentile audience (Agrippa and Festus) when he says in Acts 26:22-23: “Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this day I stand, witnessing both to small and great, saying no other things than those which the prophets and Moses said would come—  that the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.”

The similarities between Haman and of Satan

The scripture records that Satan entered Judas’s heart (Luke 2:23) and he certainly used the Jews to carry out his own evil and selfish ambitions against Jesus, but in all likelihood, Satan forgot the lesson of Haman and the lessons found in the book of Esther.  As you may recall, Haman, a selfish and evil Persian nobleman, had plotted to kill all of the Jews, and had built a tall scaffold in order that he execute the godly man Mordechai, uncle of Esther.  Everything was going well—or so he gleefully reported to his wife.  But in short order, all of Haman’s well-laid plans came crashing down around him.  God used Haman’s own selfishness and pride to bring about his own downfall, and he was executed by the king on his own scaffolding.  Rather than being executed, Mordechai was placed at the king’s right hand—exactly as Christ sits today, at God’s right hand.
Satan, who used the greed of Judas and the Jews to further his own evil purposes, struck what he thought was a killing blow—he literally “bruised the heel” of Christ as prophesied in Genesis 3 when Christ was betrayed, tried and crucified.  But it backfired- Satan played into God’s hands, and had his own power crushed out by Christ—exactly as prophesied.

Was the church an afterthought?

There are hundreds of thousands of “Christians” today (especially pre-mellinialists) who teach that Jesus originally came to establish an earthly kingdom, and that the church He established was an afterthought- a “Plan B”- because the Jews rejected Him.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  These same people are looking for Him to return and to re-establish an earthly kingdom in Jerusalem made up of Jews and gentile believers.  They simply miss the deeper teachings of the true meaning of the Messiah and of his kingdom.
Today, we have the beauty of hindsight and the power of the New Testament to guide us in the fulfillment of all Old Testament prophesies- including Isaiah.  What a blessing- God has revealed to us the things He would not reveal to His own prophets and angels!

So as we study the book of Isaiah, let us remember that if God used “veiled” language to describe things, He did so not to confuse us—but to encourage us and to confuse His enemies!

The Structure & Teachings of the Book of Isaiah

There are four areas of teaching in the book of Isaiah that we will study this quarter:

1. The Messianic Hope

2. The City of Jerusalem

3. The “Holy one of Israel”

4. Prophetic History and Faith

The Messianic Hope

Even as the book of Isaiah describes the Messiah (or “anointed one” or “Christ”, as later spoken of in the Greek New Testament), the book paints three different portraits of the same Messiah:

· The King (chapters 1-37), who will be of the seed of David.
· The Servant (chapters 38-55) who will restore Israel/Jacob, will restore God’s teachings to the very ends of the earth—but will do so as in suffering and rejection.
· The Anointed Conqueror (chapters 56-66) would seem to be divine in nature (anointed by God), but also a real man and earthly king.  Yet He WILL conquer and His kingdom will be of the entire earth.
The City of Jerusalem

Easily one of the most misunderstood cities in the Bible, today Jerusalem is the center of three of the largest faiths in the world!  Jews, Christians and Muslims view Jerusalem as the wellspring of their faith- and the book of Isaiah has much to say about Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is first revealed to us when Abraham visited its King, Melchizadek
 in Genesis 14.  But the city was never conquered until by David in II Samuel 5, and David reveals in II Samuel 7:10-11 that God had chosen this city to be Israel’s new head of religious and governmental power.  But Isaiah becomes the first book of the bible to spend so much of its teachings on Jerusalem—it’s coming downfall and restoration.  Many have called Isaiah “The Book of the City of Jerusalem” even though it describes both Jerusalem and the nation of Judah. 

The terms Jerusalem, Zion, mountain (or mount) and city are all used interchangeably in the book, and the themes taught throughout Isaiah are of 1) God’s divine judgment, 2) the preservation and restoration of the faithful, 3) the security of and in Zion (God), and 4) the centrality of the city of Jerusalem in God’s divine thought, plan and action.

“The Holy One of Israel”

The focal point of the “call” of Isaiah is a call for Israel to return to the holiness of God!  God the Father is called “Holy” (separate, set apart).  Isaiah reminds us that it is a deadly thing for a sinner to be found in the presence of a Holy God!  God need not pronounce a sentence from the throne—conscience declares both personal and national guilt and its consequences.

Many call Isaiah “The Prophet of Holiness”- because the word “holy” is used more frequently in Isaiah than in all of the rest of the Old Testament taken together!

But “The Holy One of Israel” occurs 25 times in Isaiah- and only 7 times in the remainder of the Old Testament.  It is a title full of both the majesty as well as the mystery of God.  God, who is separate and apart from mankind, brought into a close relationship with mankind through the personage of The Messiah, or Christ.

The lengths to which The Holy One of Israel will go to deal with sin, reclaim the sinner and to create a righteous people for Himself (chapters 40-55) include steps that include being rejected, humiliated, poured out, bruised, crushed.  But the result, in chapters 56-66, are an eternal state of holiness for God, The Holy One of Israel, and his people.

Prophetic History & Faith

Much of our study will focus upon the prophetic history of Isaiah.  As described above, the book was written over many years, under many kings, and under many political upheavals.

There were two separate political crises during the time of Isaiah:

1. The first crisis under Ahaz, in which he sought out alliances due to the Assyrian threats.  II Kings and II Chronicles are not clear about what the specific threats were from the Assyrians, but we know that they came down from the north, defeated Israel, and strongly threatened Judah.

The invasion did increase Judah’s sense of isolation from both northern enemies (Samaria and Israel) and southern enemies (Edom and Phillistia), so when invaded again by Assyria, God (through Isaiah) counsels Ahaz to confront the real problem—a lack of faith in God to defeat His real enemies, both from the north and from the south.

Unfortunately, Ahaz refused Isaiah’s call to faith, deciding to submit to Assyria and believing that that the political solution was the best solution.  In do doing, he and the remaining kings of Judah were puppets to Assyria—then to Babylon— whose line eventually disappeared at the final downfall of Jerusalem until they re-emerged in Jesus Christ hundreds of years later.

2. The second crisis occurs under Hezekiah.  Damascus fell to Assyria in 732 BC, Samaria 10 years later (722 BC), and the two northern enemies of Judah who stood between they and the Assyrians were now gone.  Sargon II had died, and Sennacherib arose (704), so now seemed an opportunity to revolt.  The Pharaoh in Egypt was promising to back Judah should they choose to revolt.  So what was Hezekiah to do to secure the throne of David?

God promised much to both Hezekiah and to Judah should they turn their hearts back to serving Him.  God not only promised to heal Hezekiah’s of his illness, but He promised to defend and deliver Jerusalem and its people.

Unfortunately, Hezekiah signs an alliance with Egypt and rebels against Assyria, and by 701BC, Sennacherib is secure enough to attack Judah.  In the end, Hezekiah asks for terms, which are anything but generous to Judah.  The Assyrians not only impose a fine that stretches Judah’s treasury to the very limits (II Kings 18:13-16), but then Sennacherib immediately returns to the attack and earns for himself and the Assyrian empire a well-deserved reputation for treachery.

But Isaiah takes up the narrative.  Hezekiah turns again to God to solve his problems, and God complies.  God literally breaks Sennacherib’s back, and the Assyrian empire begins a slow decline- one that eventually ends with one of their provinces (Babylon) taking over their once proud empire.

The historical message of Isaiah is “have faith in God and let Him do your fighting for you.”  Ahaz refused to face this message, and Hezekiah, who also forgot the message, realized it in time to save himself, his city and the nation of Israel from total destruction.

The Babylonian chapters of Isaiah follow.  Hezekiah is swept off of his feet by the Babylonians, and while it does not record what they discussed, it is certainly clear that Hezekiah does not give God the credit for the victory of the Assyrians.

Isaiah has nothing good to say about the upcoming rise of Babylonian power and their replacement of Assyria only 90 years later, when they take Nineveh in 612 BC.

The remaining history of Judah prior to the fall is sad and rather pathetic, and ends with Nebuchadnezzar sacking the city and taking its inhabitants away in chains- exactly as God predicted it would occur hundreds of years earlier.

Lesson 1: An Introduction to the book of Isaiah

Read II Chronicles 26-32, Isaiah 6 and other texts as listed and answer the following:

1.
Name the kings under whom Isaiaih prophesied

2.
According to Isaiah 6:1 in what year was he called?

I.
THE TIMES


A.
In Israel

1.
Uzziah (Azariah) reigned in Judah 52 years.  According to II Kings 15:27-31, who began to reign in the last year (the year of Isaiah’s call)?


How long did he reign?                          Was he a good or bad king?


How did his reign end?                           Who followed him?

B.
In Judea ( II Chronicles 26–32 )

1.
Uzziah (Azariah)

What kind of king was he in his early reign?

What mistake did he make when he became proud?

What was the result?

What does this suggest about the success of his reign?

Who wrote the story of his life?

2. 
Jotham

How long did he reign?



Good or bad?

How successful was his reign?

3.
Ahaz
How long did he reign?



Good or bad?

What two nations attacked him?

The name of the king of Israel was? (Remember this)

To whom did Ahaz go for help?



What effect did Assyria’s oppression have on Ahaz?

4.
Hezekiah

How long did he reign?


Good or bad?

Who wrote the record of his life?              Who reigned after his death?



What kind of king was he?

II.
ISAIAH

1.
Who was his father?

2.
What might make us think he was a relative of Uzziah (Is.  7:1-9)?

3.
Was he married, and did he have any children (Is. 7:3, 8:3)?

4.
What years did he write in?

5.
Who were his contemporaries? 

III.
ISAIAH’S CALL

A.
The Vision (Isaiah 6)

1.
Whom did Isaiah see?


According to John 12:37-41, who was it?

2.
What other two prophets had similar visions?


B.
Isaiah’s cleansing



1.
What did he confess?



2.
How as he cleansed?


C.
Isaiah’s Commission



1.
Who sought a messenger?



2.
What kind of reception could Isaiah expect from Judah?



3.
What were the prospects of saving the nation?

ISAIAH

Isaiah Chapter 1







     Lesson 2

Please read the previous introductory materials as well as Isaiah chapter 1 for Wednesday evening and be prepared to discuss:


1
-
Introduction


2 – 9
-
Rebellious and the sin-infected nation of Judah


10 – 15
-
Corruption hiding behind hypocrisy


16 – 20
-
God’s call for restoration


21 – 23
-
Lament over Jerusalem’s condition


24 – 31
-
Redemption through purging
ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 2-6
 
Lesson 3

Jerusalem – Ideal 2:1-5
1. When are “the last days Give supporting passages?

2. What will be established “in the last days”?

3. What will flow into it?

4. Where would the word of the Lord go forth from?

5. In 2:5 the house of Jacob is told to walk in the light of the Lord.  Who tells us to walk in the light and where does he tell us?

Thought

Make an application of 2:2-4 and show how it was fulfilled in the establishment of the Lord’s church.

Jerusalem – Real 2:6 – 4:2 

6. Why has God abandoned his people?  (The answer is basically the root of verses 6-8.)

7. Who will be exalted in that day?

8. What do the things in verses 13 – 16 have in common?  

9. Why has Jerusalem stumbled and Judah fallen?

10. How will it go with the righteous and the wicked?

11. Who does the Lord arise to contend with?  What does he accuse them of doing?

12. What were the daughters of Zion guilty of?

13. What will happen to them?

Jerusalem – Redeemed 4:2 – 4:6

Research

Chapter 4:2 speaks of “the branch of the Lord”.  Find other passages in Isaiah and Jeremiah which uses the phrase.  Who is the “branch of the Lord” and why does this description fit so well?

Song of the Vineyard 5:1-7

14. Be ready to discuss this song.

Six woes 5:8 – 5:25

15. Who are the six “woes” pronounced against?

Thought

What are some examples of Isa. 5:20 today?

Judgement 5:26 – 5:30

16. What will the judgement against them be?

Research

Where do we see Isa. 6:9-10 again and what is the application?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 7-10
 
Lesson 4

Chapter 7
1. Who came up to wage war against Ahaz?

2. What did God tell Ahaz would happen to them?

3. Who did Ahaz trust for help? (II Kings 16)

Thought:  In the sign give to Ahaz, was the child born to a virgin or just a young woman and to whom does Immanuel refer?  How do we know this?  How would this be a sign to Ahaz?

4. What other two signs does God give Ahaz?

5. In what did God Instruct Isaiah concerning the people?

6. “It is the Lord of Host you should regard as ___________________.  And He shall you ______________, and he shall be ____________________.  Then He shall become a _______________________.(NAS)

Chapter8

7. What does God become to those who do not trust him?

8. Who do the people turn to? Who do they blame when it does not go well?

Chapter 9

Thought:  How do the names give to the Messiah in verse 9:6 apply?

9. Who will accomplish this great promise of 9:1 –7?

10. In 9:8-10:4 what 4 things will happen to Israel and why?

11. Is this all God will do to them? 9:12,17,21 and 10:4

Chapter 10

12. What was the purpose of Assyria in God’s plans?

13. What was Assyria’s attitude?

14. What will God do to Assyria?

15. What will remain of the house of Jacob?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 10-12
 
Lesson 5

Chapter 10
1. Why would God use Assyria and then later punish it?

2. What hope does God give the righteous inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem?

Chapter 11

Research

Show New Testament fulfillment of Isa. 11:2 “The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon him.”

Thought

Can you think of a single example in the gospels that shows Isa. 11:2-5 fulfilled in Jesus.  Be ready to explain your answer.

3. How does Isa. 11:2-5 contrast with the present rulers?

4. Explain Isa. 11:6-9.  Is it literal or figurative?  Hint Phil 4:7

5. Where will the peace of verses 6-9 occur?

6. What is the holy mountain in Isaiah 2:2?

7. When will this occur?  See Isaiah 11:10 and Romans 15:8-13.

8. What is meant by “ a second time” in Isaiah 11:11?

Chapter 12

9. Isa. 12:2 could be read as:

Behold, God is my salvation, not __________________.

I will trust and not be afraid of ____________________.

For the Lord God is my strength and song, not ________________.

And He has become my salvation, not _____________________.

10. How far are we to let it be known that God has done glorious things? 

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 13-14
 
Lesson 6

Chapter 13
1. Who was this oracle (burden) pronounced against?

2. Who would assemble the army for battle, and from where?

3. What is the day this will happen and how near is that day?

4. What will the reaction of the people of Babylon be?

5. What will happen to the sun, moon and stars?

6. Why does this destruction come on Babylon?

7. Who will God send against them?

8. Will anyone receive mercy?

9. How will the destruction of Babylon be like that of Sodom and Gomorrah?

Chapter 14

10. After the destruction of Babylon, what will happen?

11. Who is the taunt or proverb against?

12. What is the response to his fall?

13. Is Isaiah 14:12-15 speaking of Satan?  Why or why not?

14. Who can change the plans of God?

15. Who was Philistia’s oppressor?

16. What was their attitude to be at his death?

17. Will Philistia survive?

18. Where will the afflicted of God’s people go?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 15-18
 
Lesson 7

Chapters 15 & 16
1. What is the meaning of “the oracle concerning Moab” or “the burden against Moab” ? 

Research

What is the origin of Moab?

2. What is Moab’s only immediate hope? 16:1-4

3. What is their ultimate hope?

4. Why will they not take this advice?

5. When will this oracle come to pass?  Therefore what nation will accomplish this?

Research

Who else lamented over Moab, and who were the conquerors?

Thought

Does Isaiah display any compassion for Moab in these two chapters? (Passages)  Why?

Chapter 17

6. Damascus was the capital of what country?

7. The remnant of Aram (Syria) will be like the “glory of the sons of Israel.”  What will this glory be like?  17:4-11

8. Who is in control of the nation?

Research

Where is the fulfillment of Isa. 17:14?

Isaiah Lessons 8-17
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	Isaiah 30:8-11

Now go, write it before them on a tablet, 
And note it on a scroll, 
That it may be for time to come, 
Forever and ever: 
That this is a rebellious people, 
Lying children, 
Children who will not hear the law of the Lord; 
Who say to the seers, “Do not see,” 
And to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us right things; 
Speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits. 
Get out of the way, 
Turn aside from the path, 
Cause the Holy One of Israel 
To cease from before us.”


ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 18-23
 
Lesson 8

Overview:  Isaiah prophesies against Ethiopia & Egypt, but in the future, all (including Israel & Judah) will be blessed.  The sign against Egypt & Ethiopia; Babylon’s fall proclaimed.  Proclamations against Jerusalem, Edom, Arabia, Shebna and Tyre.
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Chapter 18

1. “Cush” is the Hebrew word for Ethoipia, and the “buzzing wings” could be literal (many birds) or figurative (her navy’s many ships) since she “sends ambassadors by sea."  According to verse 2, what is the message of these ambassadors?

2. The Ethiopians militarily raise banners on mountains and blow trumpets.  But God calls attention to “All inhabitants of the world” that He is at work, waiting patiently for the appropriate time.  To do what?

3. What will the birds of prey and beasts of the earth do with the bodies of their once mighty army?  Do any deeper messages as to the nature of God come to mind?

4. In verse 7, God uses their own words to describe a people that will in a future time bring Him tribute (money and gifts) as well as honor.  Any thoughts as to when?
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Chapter 19

1. Clouds are used as “vehicles” by God to bring judgment (Daniel 7:13, Psalms 18:10-11; Psalms 104:3).  Describe from verses 2-4 the nature of the prophesied calamity on this mighty nation.

2. Egypt and the Egyptians worshipped a plethora of “gods”, including Anuket (goddess of the Nile) and Yamm (god of the sea).  But according to verses 5-10, these would fail.  To what result?  What do you think was God’s deeper message to Egypt?

3. Zoan was the major city of northern Egypt, sited on the Nile, and would be the first city that someone that was traveling from Palestine would encounter.  Noph, or Memphis, was the capital of northern Egypt.  According to 11-15, the wise men and counselors of these cities would give unwise counsel to Pharaoh.  What does God have to say about these men and their counsel?  What would be the outcome for Egypt’s people as a result?

4. According to verses 16-17, there would be major shift in Egyptian thought.  What?

5. But a major thought change occurs in verses 18-25.  In the midst of trouble- salvation, or at least, of a sort.  Let’s view this verse two different ways.  If the Christ were to be a strong military ruler and rule for a thousand years (as the “rapture” believers think), these verses would teach what?

6. If the Christ were to be a strong spiritual leader, what would these verses teach?

Chapter 20

1. Tartan was probably the name of the commander of the army of Assyria.   The Philistine city of Ashdod was conquered by he and the King of Assyria, Sargon II (who ruled from 722-705 BC).  What other nations was Sargon to immediately conquer?

2. Why was Isaiah commanded to walk barefoot and naked?  Can you think of actions that other prophets were commanded to do to teach lessons to Judah and Israel?
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Chapter 21

1. This chapter describes the fall of Babylon (not even a mighty power yet!), and condemns Edom and Arabia.  The Elamites and the Medes were a part of the Medo-Persian army that would defeat Babylon in 539 BC.  God declares “a distressing vision” to Isaiah in verses 3-4.  How much so?

2. Verse 5 would seem to prophesy Belshazzar’s feast in Daniel 5, when in the midst of a great feast and celebration, the Medes and Persians attacked and took the city.  So in verses 6-10, what are the images of what was to occur?

3. Dumah was an Arabian oasis that sat at a vital junction of two trade routes.  Seir was another name for Edom (descendants of Esau).  When the people call out “how much longer until morning?” (literally, “What of the night?”) Isaiah is referring to the question, “How much longer will this Assyrian oppression last?”.  What was God’s answer?

4. In verses 13-17, what is God’s prophesy against Arabia?

Chapter 22

1. Describe the portrait that Isaiah paints of “The Valley of Vision” (Jerusalem) in verses 1-4.  When will this occur?

2. Verses 5-14 remind them that trouble had occurred in the past- but the next time, the trouble would be their downfall!

3. In verse 14, God reveals something vital to Isaiah.  What? 

4. What judgment is brought against Shebna, “over the house” (of the king of Judah)?

Chapter 23

Tyre and Sidon were the two main cities of Phoenicia, on the coast just north of Israel, about 35 miles north of Mount Carmel, both were very well defended from the time of this prophesy.  Tarshish was not “Tarsus” but a city probably in modern Spain- hence the “ships of Tarshish” would have been very large trading vessels.  

1. Research:  What king of Phoenicia had supplied timber to Solomon?

2. Read verses 1-7.  What cities and people are the subject of this prophesy?

3. How “calamitous” will the destruction and report actually be?

4. Read verses 8-14.  God calls Tyre “crowned” (of royalty) and says it’s “merchants are princes” and “traders are honorable of the Earth.”  Yet, “The Lord of Hosts has purposed” its destruction.  Who would assault Phoenicia, and what would be the result?

5. Thought question: any guesses as to why God was doing this (hint- read to the end of the chapter to read what they would be doing “again.”)

6. Verses 15-18 describe that Tyre “will be forgotten seventy years.”  What’s the significance—in other words, where else is that number used?

7. Even though after the seventy years Tyre’s profits (not prophets) (sorry, couldn’t resist) will bring about fresh fornications, God would set this apart.  Any ideas as to how this would happen?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 24-27
 
Lesson 9

Chapters 24

1. What are some things God said He would do to the earth?

2. Why would he do these things?

3. What was the effect on the people of earth?

4. How do the righteous feel about their deliverance?  What dims their joy?

5. When human rulers are punished, who will reign on Mount Zion?

Chapter 25

6. What does God destroy with ease?

7. Whom does God protect?

Research

Find New Testament passages that suggest this same favor from God for this class.

8. What will God do for those on Mount Zion?

Chapter 26

9. What will God do for those who are “steadfast in mind”?

Thought

What quality does Isaiah demonstrate in vs. 7-9 that Christ taught?

10. What is promised in vs. 19?

11. What were God’s people instructed to do and why?

Chapter 27

12. What will God have “in that day”?

13. Describe God’s care for it.

14. What does God predict will be the result?  Compare this with chapter 5.

15. What does relying on God’s protection do for us?

16. What will happen to the iniquity of Jacob?

17. Does a fortified city offer any advantage against God?

18. How will Israel be gathered?

19. When they return, where will they worship?

20. Where do we worship?  Heb. 12:22-24,28

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 28-33
 
Lesson 10

Please read the chapters and answer the questions.  We will be looking for the high points concerning God’s Power and Messianic Prophecy these next few lessons.  When we get to Chapter 40 we will slow down and take some time through the end of the book.

Chapters 28

1. Who is the woe pronounced against and in general why?

2. What will happen to those that believe in the cornerstone?

3. What will happen to those that have “ built a refuge of lies and concealed themselves with deception”?

4. Explain verses 23-29.

Chapter 29

5. Who is Ariel? What will happen to her?  What will happen to her enemies?  Who will punish her?

6. Who is the woe pronounced against?  Why?

7. Can any plans be hidden from God?

Research: Give examples of fulfillment of verses 18-19.

Chapter 30

8. Who is the woe pronounced against?  Why?

9. What did they want to hear?

10. How could they be saved?

11. What hope is given to them?

Chapter 31

12. Who is the woe pronounced against and why?

13. Why shouldn’t they trust Egypt?

14. Why should they trust God?

15. Who would reign in righteousness?

16. What are the benefits of righteousness and righteous service?

Chapter 33

17. Who is the woe pronounced against?  Why?

18. Where does stability among the nations come from?

19. How do sinners feel when judgement of God is upon them?  How about the righteous?

20. Who is our judge, lawgiver and king?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 34 -39
 
Lesson 11

Chapter 34

1. The Lord’s indignation is against who?

2. What nation is specifically pointed out?

Thought

Compare verse 4 to Revelation 6:12 – 14.

3. Why has there been a day of vengeance set aside for Edom?

4. Which passages of verses 8 – 15 directly apply to any sinners life?

Chapter 35

Research

In verse 3, where are we commanded to do the same?

5. When would the things of verses 3 – 6 occur?

6. What are the requirements to travel on the highway of holiness?

7. Who can not travel there?

8. Who are the ransomed of verse 10?

9. What will the travelers on the road do?

Chapter 36

10.  Who came against the cities of Judah?

11.  Did Hezekiah take away the high places and altars of God and make the people worship in Jerusalem?

12. In whom had the people placed their trust?

13. How does 36:16-20 fulfill proverbs 14:12?

Chapter 37 Jerusalem is delivered

14. What are four things Hezekiah did when he hears what Sennacherib said?

15. What did Hezekiah do when he got the letter form Sennacherib?

16. What reason did Hezekiah give why God should save Jerusalem?

17. Why did God save them?

18. What happened to the king of Assyria and his army?

Chapter38 Hezekiah’s Sickness

19. What is the first Hezekiah did at the bad news?

20. Why did God save him?

21. What was the sign to Hezekiah?

Chapter 39 Hezekiah’s Pride

22. Who came to see to Hezekiah?  Why?

23.  What did Hezekiah show them?

24.  What did God have to say about it?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 40-42
 
Lesson 12

Ok- now it’s time to slow down a bit and to spend some more time on the remaining chapters of the book of Isaiah.  This lesson deals with only two chapters, but they are two important ones.

Chapter 40

Thought:  How is this chapter a “shift in gears” compared to previous chapters?

1. What three reasons are given for Jerusalem to be comforted?

Research:  What does “double for all hers sins” refer to?

2. Who fulfilled Isa. 40:3-4?

3. How and in whom is the glory of the Lord revealed? John 1:14, 2 Cor. 3:18, 2 Cor. 4:6, Heb 1:3, Rev. 21:23.  And how will all flesh see it together?

4. In Isa. 40:6-8, how are people compared to the word of God?  Why?

Research

Where is Isa. 40:6-8 quoted and what is its application?

5. What is Isa. 40:10 referring to?

6. How would you describe the greatness of God?

7. How does God’s greatness compare to idols?

8. Who does not become weary or tired?

9. What does God for them that depend on Him?

Chapter 41

10.  In Isa. 41:1-4, God asks two questions, what are they and what is the answer?

11.  Why do the coastlands fear?

12.  Why do God’s people need not fear or be anxious?

13. What is God going to do for the poor and needy?  Why?

14.  What does God call idols to do?

Chapter 42

Research

What New Testament reference confirms that this is the Messiah?

15.  What are some things he will do and be?  What are some things he will not do?

16.  What does God base His promises on?

17.  Who will be utterly put to shame?

18.  Who is God’s servant in 42:18?  What did they not do?  What did God do to them?  How did they respond?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 43-45
 
Lesson 13

Chapter 43

Thought:  In 43:1-4, how could God “give other men in”  their “place”?  Is. 45:13-14.

1. Though Israel is to be punished, (Is 2:23-25), what reasons do they have not to fear?

2. Why has God created and formed all those who are “called by His name”?  What does this say about ourselves and our ambitions?

3. Who does God challenge to prove themselves justified?  Who does he tell them to call?

4. Who is (are) Gods witness(es)?  What were they to be witnesses of?

5. What is God charging them of in 43:22-24? See 1:11-15 also.  How could this apply to you and I?

6. You wipes out transgressions and why? (other interesting passages Eph. 2:8-9, Titus 3:5)

Chapter 44

7.  Name five characteristics of God in 44:6.  How have you experienced these in your life?

8. What three uses did the heathen make of the same tree?  What application can you think of today?

9. Why does the idolater fail to understand?

10. What are Jacob and Israel to remember?  (if we remember this daily, we would not be so easily carried away by another i.e. Satan) 

11. God has redeemed his people, but what must they do? 44:22

12. In 44:23, what is the reason for rejoicing?

13. Who is the shepherd in v 28?  What will he do?

Chapter 45

14. What did God call Cyrus in 45:1?

15. Why did God call Cyrus by name? And for whose sake? 45:3

Research:  According to 45:4-5  would Cyrus know God?  What about II Chronicles 36:23?  Why the difference?

16. What does God seem to anticipate in 45:9-10?

Research

Where in the New Testament is the idea of 45:23 found and to whom is it applied?

What will the attitude be of those who never obeyed in this life at that time?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 49-51
 
Lesson 14

Chapter 49

1. Who is the Servant?

2. From what point was He called and named?

3. Describe His mouth?

4. What was his mission to the Jews and Gentiles? 

Research

Find where Isa. 49:6 is quoted in the New Testament and what application is given.

5. When is the acceptable time of verse 8? (II Cor. 6:2)

6. How did Zion feel about her relation with God?

7. How did God reassure her?

8. What did God promise?

9. What did God do to Israel? Had he done this to Judah?

Chapter 50

10. What kind of tongue does the Servant have?

11. To what extent is He obedient?

Thought

Did Jesus have the power to be “rebellious” to the will of the Father had He chosen to be so?(Isa. 50:5) Give scriptures which show that the Son, as well as the Father, made a choice in the gift of salvation.

12. On whom does He depend for vindication? (See I Peter 2:21-23)

13. What can those who obey the Servant do?

14. What will be the fate of those who kindle their own fires for light? (See Rom 6:2-11, Rev. 14:9-13, Mt 25:31-46)

Chapter 51

15.  What was in Zion’s past to comfort her?

16.  What is compared in verse 6?  In verses 7-8?

17. What was the promise for her future?

18. What other past events demonstrated God’s power to save?

19. With what was Jerusalem drunk?  Could any of her sons save her?

20. What did God promise to do with the cup?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 52-53
 
Lesson 15

Chapter 52

1. What did God promise Jerusalem?

2. For what had Jerusalem sold herself and how would they be redeemed? 

3. What three oppressors are referred to in vs. 4 – 5?

4. What two things would be published by those with beautiful feet?  Who are they? (Rom. 10:15)

5. In verse 10. What does “ the Lord bared His Holy arm” mean?  To whom did he bare it?  What shall be seen?

6. How would the people leave the land of captivity?

7. With whose astonishing exaltation is that of the Servant  compared?

8. What will He (the Servant) do for the nations and what will they see and hear?

Thought

How was the visage or appearance of Jesus “marred more than any other man”?

9. How would He (the Servant) grow up?

10. How would He be received by men?

11. What would He “bear and carry away”?

12. Why was He pierced through?

13. Why was He crushed?

14. Why did chastening fall on Him?

15. How are we healed?

16. What fell on Him?

17.  What was His response to all of this? 

Research

In which case of conversion in the New Testament is 53:7 quoted, and what is the meaning?

17. For what was He “cut off from the land of the living”?

18. What three things are promised to Him following His sacrifice?

19. With whom did he make His grave and with whom was he numbered in death?

Research

Where are 53:3, 9 fulfilled?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 54-57
 
Lesson 16

Chapter 54

1. Read the entire chapter (please).  This is a chapter of past failure and new hope.  Describe some of the images of hope, promise and new fulfillment in the first eight verses.

2. What example of Noah does God use here?  How does it apply?

3. The future kingdom of God will be adorned with spiritual gems—what else is described about this upcoming kingdom (that we are now enjoying)?

4. In verses 15-17, what would happen to potential conquerors during the new kingdom?

Chapter 55

5. “Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat.”    What was God’s purpose in using these and the other images of 1-5?

6. Verses 6-9 are central to our lesson- maybe even central to our entire three month study of this book.  What applicable lessons are taught in verses 6-7?  Do any parallel New Testament passages come to mind?

7. Verses 8 & 9 are a direct counterpoint to verses 6 & 7.  They complete the “why” of the “what” described in verses 6 & 7.  How?  Let’s be prepared to discuss this one in class.

8. What other images are described in verses 10-13?

Chapter 56

9. God commands what things in verses 1 & 2?

10. Verses 3-8 talk about the foreigner and the eunuch.  What does God assure each?

11. Continuing in these verses, we know that today the Gospel of Christ continues to reach foreigner and eunuch.  But how so?

12. Verses 9-12 describe a group of irresponsible kings, rulers and spiritual leaders.  What does God call them here?  In your mind, what had they done or not done that displeased God?

Chapter 57

13. But unlike the leadership, who were engaged in all sorts of evil, the righteous (verses 1-2) had nothing to fear from divine judgment.  But oh- the remainder of Judah had much to fear, according to verses 3-10.  According to verses 3-6, what had they done?

14. Verses 7-10 describe the licentious practices of idolatry and their guilt.  What?

15. In 11-13, how can people be afraid, and lie in the process of “not remembering” God?

16. By contrast, does God consistently remember us?  How so?

17. Verses 14-21 describe how the spiritually weak (some would call this person a “backslider”) will be blessed if they have “a contrite and humble spirit.”  But God assures them how?

18. What would God do to help the backslider in other ways?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 58-59
 
Lesson 17

Chapter 58

1. What did God want proclaimed to His people?

2. Why were the people surprised by this?

3. What was wrong with their fasting?

4. What did God want most? 

           What teaching already seen in Isaiah parallels this?  

           What may we learn from this regarding worship?

5. What did God promise them if they would become what He desired?

6. God wanted them to turn from what to what?  (V 13)

Chapter 59

7. What accounted for the fact that their prayers were not being heard?

8. What confession is contained in 59:9-15?

9. What injustice existed?

10. What caused God to be astonished?

11. What did God determine that He would do?

12. How would the wicked be repaid?

13. By who is this intercession and redemption accomplished?

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 60-61
 
Lesson 18

Chapter 60  (The Gentiles bless Zion; God, the Glory of His People)
1. Verses 1-3 describe how the gentiles would turn to God.  When in the future do you think this happened?

2. Verses 4-7 describe how gentiles would flock to the Jews and would bring their wealth and proclaim the praises of God.  How was this prophesy fulfilled?

Research: were peoples from Midian or Ephah considered to be gentiles?

3. Verses 8-12 describe foreigners bringing riches to Judah, to God and to the Holy One of Israel” because He has glorified them; it describes in verse 12 that those who did not serve Judah would perish.  When did this later occur?

4. Verses 13-18 further describe the same thought.  It describes how former enemies shall fall at their feet, how they shall drink the milk of the Gentiles.  Gifts of gold, silver, bronze and iron.  Read these verses carefully and be prepared to discuss how and when this actually occurred.

5. Verses 19-20 discuss God’s nature- the Glory of His People everywhere.  Give some thought to how God, in a spiritual sense, is exactly as described here.  How has God’s influence and power made this come about.  Be specific.

Chapter 61  (The Good News of Salvation)

6. Where are these first three verses fulfilled in the New Testament, and by whom?

7. Verses 4-7 describe a rebuilding and of new roles for many.  Who and what?

8. Verses 8-11 describe an ideal relationship of God and His followers.  Describe it here and let’s discuss it in class.

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 62-64 

Lesson 19

Chapter 62

1. What quality of Zion will the nations see?

2. Zion will not be called “Desolate” or “Forsaken”, instead she will be called what? Is. 62:4,12

3. Who are the watchmen in v.6?  What qualities do they possess?

4. What is the food in vs. 8-9? John 6:27

5. What is the standard? Is. 11:10,12; 49:22

Chapter 63

6. What is the winepress symbolic of? Rev 14:20

7. Who was God’s wrath poured out on? Is.63:2

8. Consider who is speaking in vs. 15-19; what are they asking for?

Chapter 64

9. Who does God act in behalf of?   Who does he meet? vs. 4-5

10. What do our righteous deeds become before God when we sin?

Research

Find where Is. 64:7 was previously promised.

Thought

Consider 64:8 and be ready to discuss it.

ISAIAH

ISAIAH, CHAPTERS 65-66 

Lesson 20

Read the following sections of the closing chapters of Isaiah and indicate by number which of the groups described below is dealt with in that particular section.  Don’t worry if you have some difficulty with this.  Do the best you can, and we will discuss it in class, where I’m sure we will differ in opinion on some.

(1) National Israel
(2)  Rebellious Israel
    

Unbelievers








    
_______________________________



      
(3)  Faithful Israel (Remnant)  










God’s People – True Israel (7)

(6)  Gentiles

(4)  God-fearing Gentiles

_______________________________




(5)  Idolatrous Gentiles


Unbelievers

(2) + (3) = (1)

(4) + (5) = (6)



(3) + (4) = (7)

TEXT



GROUP
TEXT



GROUP


Isaiah 
65: 1

Rom. 10:20-21
66:1-2




    :2 – 7



    :3-4


    :8-10



    :5-6


    :11-12



    :7-13


    :13-16



    :14

What two groups are God’s Servants?

    :17-25





What two groups are God’s enemies?







    :15-17
What two groups will be condemned?







    :18-23







    :24

Chapter 65

1. Who is speaking in verse 1?

2. Who found the Lord?  Rom. 10:20

3. To whom had God spread out His hands all day long?

4. In vs. 2 – 7, in general, what is the sin they had committed? 

5. What is characteristic of God’s people in verse 10?

6. In verse 12, what 4 four things had they done that “destined them for the sword”?

7. According to Isaiah what are some of the things the new heaven and new earth of Is 65:17 consist of?  Is. 42:9; 43:19; 48:6; 42:10; 62:2.

Chapter 66

8. To whom will God look?

9. What does verse 3 mean?

10. Why would God bring on them what they dread, or their worst fear?

11. Those who escape into the nations will declare what?

12. How long will the seed and name of the Lord’s people remain before Him?

13. What shall occur from one new moon to another?

II Chronicles 29-30

Lesson 21

Hezekiah cleanses the temple; temple worship restored, Passover restored

Hezekiah reigned from 715-687 BC; Isaiah died in the 14th year of Hezekiah’s reign, in 701 BC.  Isaiah was a prophet during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah—probably 44 years of total prophesy.  During the last four lessons we will pick up with Hezekiah and continue to the downfall of Jerusalem, exactly as prophesied by Isaiah.

II Chronicles 29

1. Who was Hezekiah, and why do you think (guesses are allowed) that he was so instrumental in restoring the temple and the worship of God?  Did he have the faith of his father?

2. When he gathered the priests and Levites in the square, what did he command them to do?  What evils did he say that the nation had been guilty of?

3. According to Hezekiah, what was the result of Judah’s sins?  What had God allowed to happen to the nation and its people?

4. In verses 10-11, this young man of only 25 says some things that demonstrate spiritual leadership.  What do you think was the meaning behind his words?

5. According to verses 12-19, what did the Levites and priests do, and why?  What did they report back to Hezekiah?

6. Research: What was the difference between a priest and a Levite?

7. What was the first thing that Hezekiah did on hearing this news?  Why?

8. Verses 25-30 describe the restored worship.  Describe two or three things that occur here that particularly stand out in your mind- things of interest to share in class.

9. Verses 31-36 describe the extent of the sacrifices and a problem that occurred.  Describe the problem and the work-around they came up with.

10. Based on what we have just studied in Isaiah, why do you think they had this problem?  How widespread do you believe this problem was?

II Chronicles 30

11. Why do you think that Hezekiah decided to restore the Passover now (the second month), rather than to wait until the prescribed time (first month)?  How did he set about doing this?

12. Thought question:  Based upon what you’ve read so far, how lax had Judah become in their true worship of God as He had commanded?

13. Verses 4-9 describe how Hezekiah made a proclamation and communicated it throughout the nation.  What warnings does He

14. Describe, from verses 10-12, how the messengers were received.  Why?

15. 30:13-17 describes several specific things that Judah did.  List them here, and be prepared to discuss the significance of each.

16. Research: Describe one or more events that also occurred near the Brook Kidron.

17. Verses 18-22 describe the people, the prayer of Hezekiah, God’s response and the activities of the restored Passover.  Why do you think this was of special significance to Hezekiah, and to the Jews who kept it?

18. Verses 23-27 describe a time of joy and of reunification with God.  Based upon what we have been studying in Isaiah (who died in the 14th year of Hezekiah’s reign, 701 BC), discuss why this reunification occurred, and the power of this reunification.

II Chronicles 31-32

Lesson 22

The people bring tithes; the Assyrian invasion; visits by Babylon

II Chronicles 31

1. After the end of this two week period, what did they leave the city and do?  Why?

2. In verses 2-4, Hezekiah took some important steps based upon shortcomings he had apparently noticed during recent events.  What did he do, and why?

3. According to verses 5-6, what was the response of the people?  Why?

4. Verses 7-10 describe a good problem.  What was the problem?

5. Verses 11-19 describe the Levites and priests, and the distribution “who were listed by genealogies.”  Briefly describe what was done- and cite one or more of the Old Testament commands where this was concerned.

6. Summarize Hezekiah and his service to God from verses 20-21.

II Chronicles 32 
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Sennacherib (704-681 BC) came against Judah in 701 BC when Hezekiah refused to continue to pay tribute to Assyria.  In 1838, Edward Robinson discovered Hezekiah’s 1750-foot tunnel through solid rock (!!) to the source of water (saving the city).  While one of the most amazing feats of ancient engineering, it is only given two brief mentions in scripture.  Sennacherib sacked 46 towns and villages of Judah and carried away thousands; Isaiah died this same year.  While Assyrian chronicles have proven to be of “mixed” accuracy, Sennacherib’s account (preserved from the Assyrian chronicles) says of the invasion:

Because Hezekiah, king of Judah, would not submit to my yoke, I came up against him, and by force of arms and by the might of my power I took 46 of his strong fenced cities; and of the smaller towns which were scattered about, I took and plundered a countless number. 

From these places I took and carried off 200,156 persons, old and young, male and female, together with horses and mules, asses and camels, oxen and sheep, a countless multitude; and Hezekiah himself I shut up in Jerusalem, his capital city, like a bird in a cage, building towers round the city to hem him in, and raising banks of earth against the gates, so as to prevent escape... Then upon Hezekiah there fell the fear of the power of my arms, and he sent out to me the chiefs and the elders of Jerusalem with 30 talents of gold and 800 talents of silver, and diverse treasures, a rich and immense booty... All these things were brought to me at Nineveh, the seat of my government.
7. From verses 1-5, describe what Sennacherib did, and the steps that Hezekiah took to prepare for the upcoming invasion (and there were many).  

8. Research: Look up Hezekiah’s tunnel and the Siloam inscription (described here in 32:3-4) and let’s talk about it briefly in class.

9. What did Hezekiah have to say to the soldiers and the people of the city?  Do we find similar teachings in Isaiah?

10. In 9-15, Sennacherib sent servants to Jerusalem, who called out from outside the walls.  What did they say to try to persuade the people of Jerusalem?

11. What did these servants say about Jehovah in verses 16-19?   Why this “psychological warfare”, and did it work?

12. Verses 20-23 describe the final outcome.  What did Hezekiah and Isaiah do, and what was the short-term outcome of the battle, and the outcome of Sennacherib?

13. Research- find the passage in II Kings that parallels 32:24-26, and re-tell it here.

14. Describe what is said about Hezekiah in 32:27-30.

15. What is said about Hezekiah and Babylon in 32:31-33?

16. Find the parallel passage about Hezekiah and Babylon in II Kings.  Describe what Hezekiah did, and what God’s response was to his doing this.

II Chronicles 33-34

Lesson 23

The books of Jeremiah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah and Nahum

Manasseh’s evil reign; Josiah’s righteous reign; The Book of the Law if found & read

II Chronicles 33

1. Briefly describe Manasseh’s evil reign- it’s length, the scope of his sins as described in the first nine verses.

2. Thought: His father was one of the best and most righteous kings of Israel.  What do you suppose would cause a man to vary so much from serving God?  How does this apply to people today?

3. What did it take to wake up Manasseh and cause him to see his error?  Describe what steps he took (and did not take) in his return to God.

4. Describe Amon and his rule.  The chronicler notes that he lacked humility—how so?

5. Describe Amon’s death and its aftermath.

II Chronicles 34

6. Good king Josiah!  Let’s spend some time in class discussing this good man, instead of focusing on the two kings that proceeded him.  First, briefly discuss his reign- it’s length, the type of man he was and how long he reigned.

7. How old was Josiah when “he began to seek the God of his father David”?  How old was Josiah when “he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the wooden images, the carved images and the molded images.”  What was the significance of his doing this?

8. During Josiah’s 31 year reign, Jeremiah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah and Nahum prophesied.  I’m not going to expect you to read them all, but I would ask each of you to pick out ONE of these prophets, read a bit about him and come to class prepared to discuss what you learned.

9. How widespread were his religious reforms in the land of Judah?  Why?

10. Read 34:8-18.  Describe how it came about that they found the book of the Law.

11. Read 34:19-28.  What was Josiah’s reaction to the reading of the Law?

12. What did Josiah ask of God?  What was God’s detailed response regarding Judah?  What was God’s response regarding Josiah?

13. Why did Josiah bring in all the elders from the entire land into Jerusalem?  What was the significance of bringing in these older men from all over the entire kingdom?

14. What was the significance of the covenant that Josiah made?  Why did he make it so publicly?

15. Why did Josiah demand that all that were present also take the same stand?  Put yourself in his shoes as king-- why such a drastic step?

16. According to the text, was he successful?

II Chronicles 35-36

Lesson 24

Jeremiah 37-38

Josiah keeps the Passover; his death; the last kings and fall of Judah

II Chronicles Chapter 35

1. Read 35:1-6.  What did Josiah command regarding the restoration of the Passover?

2. What did Josiah command regarding the ark?  Research: When does the ark appear again in scripture?  What was the ultimate fate of the ark?

3. What recent king of Judah had also reinstated the Passover, and to what result?

4. Read 35:7-9.  Describe how the animals were given for sacrifice.  Thoughts?

5. Read 35:10-19.  How were the animals cooked, and their cooked flesh distributed?  Why did the gatekeepers not attend?  How long did the nation keep the Passover?


6. Read 35:20-27 about the death of Josiah.  Why do you think that Josiah, a Godly king, did not consult God about his political and military decision to confront Necho?  Guesses allowed.

7. What lessons do you think that Christians could draw from Josiah’s poor decision?

8. How did Josiah fight?  How did he die?

9. What did Jeremiah do when Josiah died?  Research: Who was Jeremiah?

II Chronicles Chapter 36

10. How old was Jehoahaz (also called Joahaz) when he became king?  Why do you think that Necro deposed him and took him to Egypt?


11. Read 36:5-8.  Describe Jehoiakim the king—his rule, his service to God, his capture.

12. Read 36:9-10.  Describe Jehoiachin and his reign.

13. What articles accompanies Jehoiachin to Babylon?

14. Read 36:11-14.  Who was Zedekiah (last king before total destruction and captivity), and why was he made king?

Jeremiah Chapter 37

15. What message did Jeremiah give Zedekiah (and Judah) about Babylon?

16. How did Zedekiah and the nobles treat Jeremiah and his message?

II Chronicles Chapter 36

17. Read II Chronicles 36:15-23.  Describe the final downfall and message of return.

From www.wikipedia.com:


In the spring of 609 BC, Pharaoh Necho II led a sizable force to help the Assyrians.  He took the coast route Via Maris into Syria and proceeding through the low tracts of Philistia and Sharon. He prepared to cross the ridge of hills which shuts in on the south the great Jezreel Valley, but here he found his passage blocked by Josiah. Josiah sided with the Babylonians and attempted to block the advance at Megiddo, where a fierce battle was fought and Josiah was killed (2 Kings 23:29, 2 Chronicles 35:20-24). The Assyrians and their allies the Egyptians fought the Babylonians at Harran, which the Babylonian Chronicle dates from Tammuz (July-August) to Elul (August-September) of 609 BC. Josiah was therefore killed in the month of Tammuz, 609 BC, when the Egyptians were on their way to Harran.


Necho then joined forces with Ashur-uballit and crossed the Euphrates and laid siege to Harran, which he failed to capture, and retreated back to northern Syria.  The Assyrian Empire collapsed.


Leaving a sizable force behind, Necho returned to Egypt. On his return march, he found that the Judeans had selected Jehoahaz to succeed his father Josiah, whom Necho deposed and replaced with Jehoiakim. He brought Jehoahaz back to Egypt as his prisoner, where Jehoahaz ended his days, under house arrest in Egypt.





Jehoiakim is known for burning the manuscript of one of the prophecies of Jeremiah.  Jeremiah had criticized the king, insisting on repentance and adherence to the law.


When the Egyptians were defeated by the Babylonians at Carchemish in 605 BC, he changed allegiances, paying tribute to Nebuchadrezzar II of Babylon. 


After three years, with the Egyptians and Babylonians still at war, he switched back to the Egyptians and ceased paying the tribute to Babylon, an act which ultimately resulted in the Siege and Fall of Jerusalem of 597 BC and the subsequent deportation to Babylon of many Israelite nobles and others. Jehoiakim died at this time.








� Much could and should be written about Melchizadek, “King of Salem” (Jerusalem), and Prophet of God Most High.  Hebrews 7 provides much teaching about this man, whom God esteemed highly, whom Abram provided one-tenth of his spoils.  Some believe that Joshua 10:1 provides a hint that the Melchizadek tradition was maintained in Jerusalem, and if this is the case (and the Bible is not clear), then David was simply establishing the throne in Jerusalem so that he and those after him would be successors.  Hebrews 7:3 states that he was “without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.” 





